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TOTAL INSTALLED 
CAPACITY IS 30 
MEGAWATTS

ELECTRICITY IS SOLD TO 
BC HYDRO UNDER A 40-YEAR 
PURCHASE AGREEMENT

THE FACILITIES GENERATE APPROXIMATELY 
100,000 MWH ANNUALLY: ENOUGH ELECTRICITY 
TO POWER THE EQUIVALENT OF APPROXIMATELY
9,000 HOMES

THE 10 SENVION TURBINES HAVE 
A HUB HEIGHT OF 100 METRES

OVER THE COURSE OF 
CONSTRUCTION AN 
ESTIMATED $20 MILLION 
WAS INVESTED IN LOCAL 
BUSINESSES
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Welcome to
Okanagan Wind
These wind power facilities are the first in the 
Okanagan region of British Columbia. Located on 
Crown land, the projects were developed in 
collaboration with the Upper Nicola Band, 
Westbank First Nation and the Penticton Indian 
Band. 

The Okanagan Wind projects represent 
approximately 6% of British Columbia’s installed 
wind capacity, helping to green the province’s 
electricity grid. 

The Okanagan Wind projects are owned and 
operated by InstarAGF Asset Management Inc., 
a Canadian-based owner of essential infrastructure 
assets.

Our mission is to deliver clean electricity as safely 
and efficiently as possible, with maximum value to 
our stakeholders and the local economy. 
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Since early 2017, Okanagan Wind’s turbines at Pennask 
and Shinish Creek have been spinning to provide clean, 
emissions-free energy for BC Hydro. Contracted under 
separate 40-year electricity purchase agreements, the 
Okanagan Wind facilities will be a part of the community 
for years to come.

+ Click here to see the turbines at Pennask and Shinish
Creek in action.

+ Click here to look back on Okanagan Wind’s construction
process.

Committing to a greener B.C.

Understanding the environmental performance of the Pennask 
and Shinish Creek wind projects requires monitoring. As part 
of our commitment to safe and environmentally friendly 
facilities, both sites will undergo an environmental monitoring 
program for the first two years of operations. 

Approved by the Province of British Columbia in late 2016, 
independent monitors and participating First Nations began 
making daily visits in Spring 2017, ensuring Okanagan Wind’s 
environmental protections are functioning as intended. Annual 
reporting will be submitted to the provincial regulator for 
review, comparing results to provincial standards and determin-
ing whether adaptations need to be made. 

For our first year of operations, preliminary results show 
Okanagan Wind’s effects at Pennask and Shinish Creek are 
sustainable for the community, meeting both provincial 
standards and project expectations. We are proud that our 
turbines are contributing to a greener, more sustainable B.C. 
and will continue our monitoring program through 2018.

Energizing communities 

Community collaboration and support were vital to Okanagan 
Wind’s success, and continue to play an important role in our 
operations. This year, we joined the public Alternative Energy 
Symposium held at Penticton Secondary School, discussing the 
role of wind energy and the Okanagan Wind facilities with 
attendees and students. Okanagan Wind harnesses natural 
power produced by the region, and we enjoyed joining the 
local conversation on the benefits and opportunities of 
renewable power.

Okanagan Wind Scholarship

Each year, Okanagan Wind provides scholarship funds to 
benefit students from the Penticton Indian Band, Upper Nicola 
Band and Westbank First Nation. We are happy to announce 
this year’s scholarship recipients, highlighting determination and 
community spirit through ongoing studies and future programs: 

Penticton Indian Band
We are happy to support Kristine Jack and Zoey Jack as they 
complete their final year at the Nicola Valley Institute of 
Technology and En'owkin Centre in early childhood education.

Upper Nicola Band
We are pleased to congratulate Steffanie Michel,  Angelina Tom 
and Justine Manuel as they pursue degrees in social work and 
healthcare at the Nicola Valley Institute of Technology and 
continue studies at the Thompson Rivers University.

Westbank First Nation
In partnership with the University of BC Okanagan Aboriginal 
Programs and Services, funds are supporting a tutorial program 
focused on technology and educational apps for the new 
generation of learners.

Congratulations to our 2017 winners! We’re tremendously 
excited to support students in the local First Nations commu-
nities, and wish our scholars all the best in their future studies.
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Happy Holidays
Wishing everyone a wonderful holiday 

season, and a happy New Year!

from the team at Okanagan Wind

Did You Know?

+ Wind farms are designed to last for 25 years and longer,
contributing much-needed electricity supply as well as
environmental benefits

+ Unlike thermal sources of electricity production, such as
coal or nuclear power, wind turbines generate electricity
without consuming or contaminating fresh water, or
depleting natural resources

+ At 30 MW, the Okanagan Wind projects will reduce BC’s
greenhouse emissions by 96 million litres a year - the
equivalent volume of 32 Olympic-sized swimming pools

+ BC currently has about 489 MW of installed wind power
capacity, representing about 1.6% of electricity demand
[SOURCE: Canadian Wind Energy Association] 

+ Between 15,000-17,000 additional jobs could be created
if the $1.3 billion taxpayer subsidies currently provided
to the oil industry were invested in renewable energy or
energy efficiency  [SOURCE: Blue Green Canada] 

https://www.okanaganwind.ca/2017/04/operations-begin/
https://www.okanaganwind.ca/2017/04/wind-wednesday-building-okanagan-wind/


CONTACT:

Gordon Muir
Operations Manager
Okanagan Wind
1.250.769.0354
Gordon.Muir@InstarAGFwind.com

For more information on the Okanagan 
Wind projects or to learn more about
the benefits of wind energy,  please visit 
okanaganwind.ca 
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